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The Youth Advisory Committee successfully hosted the 20th annual YouthFest on May 7, 2025,
at Moncton City Hall.

Approximately 80 students from five area high schools participated:
o Bernice MacNaughton High School (BMHS)
« Ecole L’Odyssée
e Harrison Trimble High School (HTHS)
e Moncton Christian Academy (MCA)
e Moncton High School (MHS)
The Youth Advisory Committee extends sincere thanks to the elected officials who took time from
their schedules to participate, and to members of the Seniors Advisory Committee for volunteering
throughout the day

Interactive Polling

To make the event more interactive, students responded to a series of polling questions. The results
are included as Appendix A.

Presentations

Councillor Dave Steeves opened the event with a presentation on the three levels of government,
highlighting the services provided and introducing Moncton’s elected representatives. A copy of
the presentation is attached as Appendix B.

Abdouramane Oumarou from Codiac Transpo presented on public transit. A copy of his
presentation is attached as Appendix C.

Aloma Jardine gave a presentation on youth engagement. A copy of her presentation is attached
as Appendix D. The Communications Department also hosted an interactive booth where students
could provide feedback using tokens and were encouraged to join the Moncton Let's Chat online
engagement platform.

Mock Election

Each school nominated one candidate for a mock election for the role of mayor. Candidates were
given two minutes to answer the following question:

"If you were elected mayor, what would you do to encourage youth to return to Moncton
after their post-secondary studies?"

Candidates included:

« Gabriella Castro Levesque, Ecole L’Odyssée
e Zayed ElAidy, Moncton High School

e Nelly Enwelumibeanu, Harrison Trimble High School

e Prospero Mato, Moncton Christian Academy

o Dianya Wang, Bernice MacNaughton High School

Zayed ElAidy of Moncton High School was elected mock mayor for the day, winning by just one
vote. Notably, three ballots were spoiled, which could have changed the outcome.



Breakout Sessions

In the afternoon, students participated in breakout sessions (two in English and two in French)
focused on:

e Public Transit

e Youth Engagement

Members of the Youth Advisory Committee served as facilitators and scribes, recording key
points on flip charts. Feedback from these sessions is included in Appendix E.

Mock Town Hall Meeting

The members of the Youth Advisory Committee took on the roles of councillors and facilitators
during the mock town hall meeting and debated a controversial rezoning request. Zayed EIAidy
of Moncton High School who was elected mock mayor presided the meeting.

The session began with Sarah Anderson, Acting Director of Planning and Building Services,

making a presentation on the request to rezone two vacant lots on Youth Committee Drive from

R2 (Residential) to Mixed-Use zoning. A copy of the presentation is included in Appendix "F."

Some of the highlights include:

e The development proposal would allow for an 11-storey building with 172 residential units.

e The ground floor would include commercial space for a methadone clinic, mental health
services, and drug/alcohol recovery programs.

e The second floor would contain 35 deeply affordable units, primarily for residents in
recovery.

e The remaining units would include a mix of 1-, 2-, and 3-bedroom apartments.

The facilitators then opened the floor for comments/questions from participants.
e Arguments in support of the project include the following:
o Direct Response to the current housing crisis
o Revitalization of neglected vacant land
o Smart, mixed-use design - inclusion of mental health and addiction clinics is seen as
providing wraparound support and not just shelter
o ldeal location — Close to a post-secondary institution, an elementary school, grocery stores,
and parks as well as accessible by public transit, ideal for students and residents without
vehicles
o Moral Imperative — people’s needs should be put before profit
o Urgency and long-term needs - Moncton will need 16,000 new housing units by 2046
e Arguments against the project include the following:
o Safety concerns for children - proximity of recovery clinics to an elementary school and
school bus stop
o The height (11 storeys) and density do not fit with the surrounding single-family, low-rise
neighborhood
o Traffic concerns
o Project may be trying to solve too much
o Families looking for safe, stable housing might be discouraged by nearby addiction
Services.
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It was then the mock council’s turn to debate the question.

Some of the arguments in support of the project included the following:

e There is a severe housing shortage; many students, young families, and newcomers are
struggling to find affordable homes.

e The location near a college and elementary school is ideal for families and students.

e Including the clinics helps address both homelessness and addiction at once—supporting
people trying to get better.

e Project would generate jobs

e The project is privately funded; the city just grants permits and may impose design constraints.

e Living anywhere carries risks; the benefits of safe housing and recovery support outweigh
perceived dangers.

e Mental health services included in the plan could help nearby high school and college students.

Some of the arguments against the project included the following:

e Increased population density will worsen traffic and pedestrian safety, especially near a school.

e More young drivers and children in the area increases risk of accidents.

e An 1l-storey building may exceed current fire department capabilities, requiring new
equipment and training.

e Perceived risk from people on methadone: effects last up to 36 hours, raising fears of

unpredictable behavior.

Residents, especially newcomers and young women, may feel unsafe.

Blending clinic patients and families in one building may lead to tension or conflict.

Project is being placed in the wrong area—too close to children and schools.

Clinic could be built elsewhere (e.g., near other support services like safe injection sites or

food banks).

e Creating temporary or security-related jobs doesn't justify potential long-term community
risks.

e Employment benefits should not come at the cost of safety or community cohesion.

The motion in favor of the rezoning request passed with eight mock councillors voting in favor of
the recommendation and seven mock councillors voting against.

Testimonials

Five graduating committee members reflected on their time with the Youth Advisory Committee.
They described their experience as one of the most enriching and rewarding aspects of high
school—highlighting friendships, the welcoming environment, and the opportunity to have a voice
in local decisions.

Graduating members emphasized how the committee built their confidence and civic engagement.
They encouraged future members to get involved, speak up, and make the most of this opportunity.

Graduating members encouraged new and future members to get involved, speak up, and take full
advantage of this unique opportunity.
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Prize Draw

Deputy Mayor Paulette Thériault conducted a door prize draw. The grand prize, four tickets in an
opera box at the Capitol Theatre, was awarded to Abbey Watson of Moncton High School.

Question & Answer Period with Mayor and Council

Throughout the day, students were able to submit hand-written questions for members of Council
to answer. Elected officials who participated in this session included Deputy Mayor Paulette
Thériault and councillors Dave Steeves, Marty Kingston, Daniel Bourgeois and Charles Léger.

Closing Remarks by Deputy Mayor Paulette Thériault

Deputy Mayor Thériault thanked all participants on behalf of City Council and expressed
confidence in the future of the city with such dedicated youth. She emphasized the importance of
understanding municipal government and encouraged youth to stay involved by attending public
meetings, participating in consultations, and sharing their ideas. The challenges of being an elected
official were acknowledged, especially the need to make decisions that may not please everyone
but serve the greater good.

Deputy Mayor Thériault also encouraged applications for five open Youth Advisory Committee
positions and thanked Councillors Steeves and LeBlanc, as well as the Seniors Advisory
Committee, for their contributions.

Respectfully submitted

Members of the Youth Advisory Committee
Bernice MacNaughton High School (Vanshika, Sarah Quigley and Sydney Wood)
Harrison Trimble High School (Isabelle Moore, Kyra Caissie and Nelly Enwelumibeanu)
Moncton Christian Academy (Anastasiya Drabiazka, Ryan Kim and Tobi Obaniyi)
Moncton High School (Hooriyah Eaman, Anas Raad and Ashlee Murray)
Ecole I’Odyssée (Maélle Gauthier, Lucie Léger and Sahar Bahramali Panah)
Councillor Monique LeBlanc
Councillor Dave Steeves
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