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The City of Moncton’s Youth Advisory Committee successfully hosted the 21st annual 

YouthFest on May 5, 2026, at Moncton City Hall. 

Approximately 80 students from five area high schools participated: 

• Bernice MacNaughton High School (BMHS) 

•  École L’Odyssée 

• Harrison Trimble High School (HTHS) 

• Moncton Christian Academy (MCA) 

• Moncton High School (MHS) 

The Youth Advisory Committee extends sincere thanks to the elected officials who took 

time from their schedules to participate, and to members of the Seniors Advisory 

Committee for volunteering throughout the day. 

 

Interactive Polling 

To make the event more interactive, students responded to a series of polling questions. 

The results are included as Appendix A. 

 

Presentations 

Councillor Dave Steeves opened the event with a presentation on the three levels of 

government, highlighting the services provided and introducing Moncton’s elected 

representatives. He also highlighted the upcoming municipal elections and encouraged 

those in the room who were eligible to vote on May 11.  

Committee members highlighted the City of Moncton’s 1st annual Youth Week and 

encouraged eventgoers to take advantage of free public transit, $5 day passes to the YMCA 

and various activities and events.  



Emma Spataro with the City of Moncton’s Events Department presented on community 

events.   

Cassandra Gauthier-Downs and Renée-Claude Pirier of Trace Planning presented on the 

Riverfront Master Plan.  

A copy of the YouthFest presentation is attached as Appendix B. 

The Communications and Planning Departments also hosted an interactive booth where 

students could provide feedback regarding the Riverfront Master Plan using tokens and 

were encouraged to join the Moncton Let’s Chat online engagement platform.  

 

Mock Election 

Each school nominated one candidate for a mock election for the role of mayor. 

Candidates were given two minutes to answer the following question: 

"If you were elected mayor, what would you do to encourage youth to return to Moncton  

after their post-secondary studies?" 

Candidates included: 

• Dariia Sklifos, École L’Odyssée 

• Naswi Bakanis, Moncton High School 

• Mark Blakney, Harrison Trimble High School 

• Tobi Obaniyi, Moncton Christian Academy 

• Hunter Gutierrez, Bernice MacNaughton High School 

Tobi Obaniyi was elected mock mayor for the day. Tobi is also a graduating member of the 

Moncton Youth Advisory Committee.  

 

 



Breakout Sessions 

In the afternoon, students participated in breakout sessions (two in English and two in 

French) to discuss the presentations on Community Events and the Riverfront Master Plan. 

Members of the Youth Advisory Committee served as facilitators and scribes, recording key 

points on flip charts.  

Youth participants expressed a strong interest in seeing a greater variety of events and 

activities available throughout the year. Sporting events were among the most frequently 

requested additions, including basketball tournaments, soccer, volleyball, golf, badminton, 

swimming programs, and other recreational opportunities. Participants also suggested 

more concerts, multicultural celebrations, Francophone music events, religious and 

cultural activities, coffeehouse-style gatherings, and seasonal attractions such as 

expanded Christmas markets, skating, skiing, and family-friendly activities. 

The most consistent theme across all groups was the need for better promotion of 

community events. Many participants indicated they were unaware of existing events and 

festivals, including Aura, PolarFest, Buskers Festival, and library programming. Youth 

recommended: 

• Increased use of Instagram, TikTok, and other social media platforms. 

• Youth-focused content and peer-to-peer promotion. 

• More communication through schools, guidance counsellors, announcements, and 

email reminders. 

• Physical advertising such as posters, flyers, and mailouts. 

• Building excitement leading up to events through ongoing promotion and incentives. 

 

Several groups specifically suggested creating youth-focused social media channels and 

involving youth ambassadors in event promotion. 

Transportation was identified as a significant barrier to participation. Participants noted: 

• Limited or inconsistent bus service. 



• Difficulty accessing events without a vehicle. 

• Long travel times from some neighbourhoods. 

• A lack of events outside the downtown core. 

 

Suggestions included reduced transit fares during major events, improved public transit 

service, expanded use of scooters, and hosting more events throughout neighbourhoods 

rather than concentrating activities downtown. 

Youth also identified several factors that prevent them from attending events: 

• Scheduling conflicts with school, extracurricular activities, sports, and family 

commitments. 

• Events taking place during school hours. 

• Limited awareness of events until after they occur. 

• Distance and transportation challenges. 

• Lack of activities that appeal to youth interests. 

• Timing of events, particularly during periods when many youth are away on vacation. 

 

Participants suggested offering more activities later in the summer and creating events 

specifically designed for youth audiences. 

Participants emphasized the importance of making events welcoming and accessible for 

everyone. Suggestions included: 

• Creating quiet spaces and improving accessibility features for people with 

disabilities. 

• Ensuring safe and secure event environments. 

• Offering affordable admission and activities. 

• Providing opportunities for youth from diverse cultural and religious backgrounds to 

participate. 

 



Several events were identified as successful and well-liked by participants, including: 

• Canada Day celebrations 

• SparkFest 

• New Year's Eve 

• PolarFest 

• RibFest 

 

Participants expressed interest in activating public spaces and the riverfront with more 

recreation, sports, entertainment, and gathering opportunities. Suggestions included: 

• Expanding outdoor sports and recreation facilities. 

• Creating more places for youth to gather and be active. 

• Hosting additional concerts, markets, and festivals along the riverfront. 

• Providing swimming opportunities and water-based activities. 

• Developing seasonal attractions and recreational amenities that encourage year-

round use. 

 

Youth participants underscored a desire for more diverse, engaging, and youth-focused 

activities, supported by stronger promotion, better transportation options, and improved 

accessibility. They emphasized the importance of hearing about events through schools 

and social media, expanding programming beyond downtown, and creating opportunities 

that bring young people together through sports, culture, recreation, and community 

celebrations. 

 

Mock Town Hall Meeting 

The members of the Youth Advisory Committee took on the roles of councillors and 

facilitators during the mock town hall meeting and debated a request from a fictional e-

scooter rental company, VeloGo, to operate in Moncton. Tobi Obaniyi of the Moncton 

Christian Academy who was elected mock mayor presided the meeting. 



The session began with France Levesque-Ouellette, Director of Legal Services, making a 

presentation on an application received from VeloGo, who is seeking permission to deploy 

a fleet of up to 500 e-scooters that can be rented.  

Ms. Levesque-Ouellette provided background context, sharing that E-scooter rentals have 

recently appeared in Moncton, and their use has been increasing in many cities across 

Canada.Currently, there are limited rules and regulations in place, particularly at the 

provincial level. The Province of New Brunswick has not yet fully established legislation to 

regulate their use, such as where they can be used or how rules would be enforced.  The 

City of Moncton has advocated the Province to update the Motor Vehicle Act to include e-

scooters. This is an important step to allow the City to enforce rules on streets. As a result, 

there is some uncertainty around how these devices should be managed. 

Ms. Levesque-Ouellette highlighted several potential benefits to allowing e-scooter rentals 

in Moncton: 

- They provide a new transportation option for residents and visitors. 

- They can help reduce car use and emissions. 

- They are useful for short-distance travel and can make it easier to get around the 

city. 

- They may also support local businesses and tourism. 

She also shared several concerns to consider: 

- Scooters may be left on sidewalks or in public spaces, which can create 

accessibility issues. 

- There are safety risks, including collisions or injuries involving riders and 

pedestrians. 

- The lack of clear provincial regulations creates uncertainty around enforcement. 

- There may also be increased liability for the City. 



Ms. Levesque-Ouellette explained that if Council chooses to approve the application, the 

City could require VeloGo, and other companies, to follow specific rules. Possible 

requirements and rules couple include: 

- Requiring e-scooter rental companies to obtain license to operate  

- Requiring e-scooter rental companies to obtain Insurance coverage  

- Limits on where scooters can be used or parked  

- Speed limits and safety rules 

She shared feedback administration shared in favour and against the proposal.  

Ms. Levesque-Ouellette presented the recommendation from administration as follows: 

- City administration is recommending that Council approve the application from 

VeloGo. This approval would require all e-scooter companies to follow specific 

rules.  

- These include obtaining a City license, providing proof of liability insurance, and 

following a maximum speed limit of 15 kilometers per hour. 

- Companies would also be required to follow rules related to where scooters can be 

used and how they are parked. 

- Administration also recommends that the City continues to advocate to the 

Province of NB to update the Motor Vehicle Act to include e-scooters. This is an 

important step to allow the City to enforce rules on streets.  

Following Ms. Levesque-Ouellette’s presentation, facilitators opened the floor for 

comments from participants.  

Arguments in support of the motion included: 

• Supports tourism, the economy, and growth 

• Reduced car emissions 

• Alternative option for those who do not drive, buses becoming more crowded 

• Much faster than walking 

• Affordable compared to car ownership and gas 



• New way to explore the city, especially areas not serviced by the bus 

• Safety measures like helmets and speed limits could be implemented 

• Modern and fun form of recreation and transportation  

Arguments against the motion included: 

• Dangerous, safety hazard to riders and the public 

• Accessibility issues caused by unattended scooters 

• Lack of clear Provincial rules and regulations 

• Challenges with enforcement 

• Risk and liability to the City of Moncton  

It was then the mock council’s turn to debate the issue. Some of the arguments in support 

of the application included the following: 

• The Mmotion would allow the City to begin addressing safety issues regarding e-

scooter rentals, such as slow zones, restricted areas, docked parking zones, 

helmets, and speed limits.  

• Privately owned e-bikes and e-scooters already on the streets, sidewalks and trails. 

• Rental companies could pass on insurance costs to users. 

• Over $13 million in economic spin off was attributed to e-scooter rental riders in 

Calgary. 

• Public transit service is based on demand. Even as the City grows, some areas will 

remain in lower demand. E-scooter rentals are a viable solution for residents in 

these areas.  

• Promotes youth engagement in community life by providing greater access to events 

and facilities.  

• Larger cities across Canada have already adopted rules and regulations to 

accommodate e-scooter rentals. Moncton is one of the fastest growing cities in 

Canada, and residents’ transportation options must grow to match if the City wishes 

to retain residents and compete on a national level.  



Some of the arguments against the project included the following:  

• Unclear who will enforce the proposed speed limit. 

• Unclear if By Law Enforcement or the RCMP have the capacity and budget to 

enforce these new rules and regulations. 

• Lack of timeline for existing companies to implement new rules. 

• Environmental risks caused by an additional 500 scooters. Unclear how batteries 

can be recycled.  

• Allowing e-scooter rental companies to operate is a temporary, seasonal solution to 

more complex public transportation issues that must be addressed.  

• Infrastructure for active transportation is currently lacking in many areas of the City. 

An additional 500 e-scooter rentals will leave many users at risk.  

• E-scooter rentals benefit a small portion of the population while putting the greater 

population at risk.  

• Accidents caused by e-scooters are escalating, and emergency rooms are already 

stressed. 

The vote on the recommendation from administration was split five to five. Consequently, 

the recommendation did not pass.  

 

Question and Answer Period with Elected Officials 

YouthFest participants submitted questions for elected officials on their registration forms 

for this session. Deputy Mayor Paulette Theriault and councilors Dave Steeves, Daniel 

Bourgeois, Charles Léger were joined by Chief Administrative Officer, Serge Doucet.  

 

Testimonials 

Ten graduating committee members reflected on their time with the Youth Advisory 

Committee. They described their experience as one of the most enriching and rewarding 



aspects of high school—highlighting friendships, opportunities, welcoming environment, 

and the chance to have a voice in local decisions. 

Graduating members emphasized how the committee built their confidence and civic 

engagement. They encouraged future members to get involved, speak up, and make the 

most of this opportunity. 

Graduating members encouraged new and future members to get involved, speak up, and 

take full advantage of this unique opportunity. 

 

Prize Draw 

Committee Members, with the help of Deputy Mayor Paulette Thériault, drew names for 11 

prizes. The grand prize, four tickets in a Capitol Theatre Opera Box for the show of their 

choice, was won by Fatemeh Bahramali Panah of École Odyssée. 

 

Closing Remarks 

Deputy Mayor Thériault thanked all participants on behalf of City Council and expressed 

confidence in the future of the city with such dedicated youth. She emphasized the 

importance of understanding municipal government and encouraged youth to stay involved 

by attending public meetings, participating in consultations, and sharing their ideas. The 

challenges of being an elected official were acknowledged, especially the need to make 

decisions that may not please everyone but serve the greater good.  

Deputy Mayor Thériault also encouraged attendees to submit applications to serve on the 

committee and to participate in upcoming Youth Week activities. She also encouraged 

those eligible to vote in municipal elections on May 11.   

Deputy Mayor Thériault thanked Councilor Steeves, volunteers from the Seniors Advisory 

Committee, and the Youth Advisory Committee for their contributions. 



Respectfully submitted 

Members of the Youth Advisory Committee 

Bernice MacNaughton High School (Vanshika, Sarah Quigley and Sydney Wood) 

Harrison Trimble High School (Kyra Caissie, Nelly Enwelumibeanu and Mercy Ashogbon) 

Moncton Christian Academy (Anastasiya Drabiazka, Tobi Obaniyi, and Prospero Mato) 

Moncton High School (Hooriyah Eaman, Anas Raad and Hassaan Muhammad) 

École l’Odyssée (Lucie Léger, Matthew Park, and Sahar Bahramali Panah) 
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