Wednesday, May 27, 2025
Moncton City Hall
1:30 p.m.
MINUTES

SENIORS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Present: Lillian Surette, Chair
Eileen Whyte, Co-chair
Winston Pearce
Mike Richard, online
Terri Allen Schoenfield
Mayor Crossman
Jill Durepos
Cicely Samuel
Sandra Wallace
Mayor-elect Shawn Crossman
E. Jeffries, Community Development Officer, Seniors & Youth

Guests: Vincent Merola, Community Development Officer, Social
Inclusion
Joanne Duguay, Cultural Development Officer

CALL TO ORDER

1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The agenda was accepted as circulated.

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Motion: That the minutes of April 27, 2026 be adopted as circulated.

Moved by Winston Pearce
Seconded by Terri Allen Shoenfield

MOTION CARRIED.

3. PRESENTATION - SOCIAL INCLUSION
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The committee received a presentation from Vincent Merola, Community Development
Officer for Social Inclusion that provided an overview the role of the Social Inclusion
Committee, including its membership, and a brief history of the committee along with its
partnerships in the community.

Mr. Merola highlighted the Social Inclusion Plan developed for 2023-2027. The Plan
includes 16 foundational pillars, each representing a critical area of focus. In total 82
actions are contained within the 16 pillars, with Pillar 13 focusing on older adult support
and engagement. A social café was held in 2024 which helped identify priorities
resulting in the establishment of various working groups and initiatives undertaken,
including: updating their webpage, establishing a microgrant program for multicultural
events, and the creation of Neighbourhood Profiles within the City to better understand
social needs in the community. City Council has provided annual funding of $100,000
to support the action items in the plan.

Mr. Merola concluded the presentation with the following additional highlights:

¢ MAGMA’s Together in Truth event in September 2025 was well attended

e the United Way and their initiatives.

e The committee is working with Andrea Ann of the Homelessness Steering
Committee who is being trained in crisis intervention which will be extended to
the by-law enforcement officers.

e A Social Inclusion Summit is planned for September 29, 2026.

E. Jeffries agreed to forward the committee a portion of the plan pertaining to seniors as
well as the link to the Social Inclusion page featuring neighbourhood profiles. She
added that she would share registration information for the Social Inclusion Summit
September 29 when it becomes available.

Discussion ensued with Sandra Wallace suggesting the following:

e The new seniors centre, once built, could serve as a venue to host discussions
on social inclusion, especially from a seniors’ perspective. She added that many
seniors do not feel comfortable leaving their homes, with V. Merola suggesting
that virtual options to seminars could be considered.

¢ Inquired as to how transportation and mobility issues are being addressed. V.
Merola responded that they have partnered with Urban Rural Rides and created
a taxi voucher program for individuals who do not qualify for Ability Transit or
cannot use regular transit service. As well, United Way administers a bus
program, on behalf of the City, offering bus passes to charitable organizations.

4. Presentation — Cultural Plan

The committee received a presentation from Joanne Duguay, Cultural Development
Officer, outlining the City’s cultural plan for 2016-2026. She noted that the current plan
expires this year. The presentation highlighted numerous initiatives supported by the
Cultural Board. The role of the board is advisory in nature and one of its key functions
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is to guide the implementation of the Cultural Plan. The presentation featured the
impact of culture on the quality of life and its significant contribution to the economic
fabric of the community. She noted that communities with vibrant cultural activities foster
stronger civic engagement and participation in the community. She highlighted various
initiatives undertaken by the board which included public art projects, etc. Periorities for
2026 include:

e Renewal of Cultural Plan 2027-2037 — public consultations will be held

e Submission of bid to host Creative City Summit (2027-2030)

e Continue to foster relationships and projects with First Nations

Discussion ensued with the following points noted:

e |t was noted that Ms. Duguay will have a booth at the Seniors Expo on Monday.

e Winston Pearce noted the artwork on empty buildings downtown (Accent
program) and suggested providing a brief explanation under each of them.

e Cicely Samuel suggested collaborating with building owners to implement
playgrounds on their properties with E. Jeffries responding that this would likely
fall under the area of Urban Planning.

5. REPORTS FROM ADMINISTRATION
E. Jeffries reported the following:

e Thanked the committee members for volunteering during YouthFest

e Shared copies of the 2026 Spring / Summer Recreation Guide available online
and in print

e Shared that she will present on recreation opportunities for seniors in Moncton to
the Tantramar Seniors College May 28 and to the Nursing Homes Without Walls
Program at Shannex Ocean/Gordon Hall - June 5.

e Reported on June Seniors Month programming:

o Launches Monday, June 1 with a Seniors Expo at the Crossman Centre —
Requested volunteers between 10:30 am - 1:30 pm. The event is
advertised from 12 pm - 3 pm.

o Luncheon and Social at Legends - June 8 from 12 pm - 2 pm - now full. —
Requested committee members to advise of any dietary restrictions

o Offering guided walks on the Riverfront trail Friday mornings at 9 am in
June. Invited committee members to participate.

o Next meeting - June 24 - Presentations will be given by the Nursing
Homes Without Walls Programs at Shannex Ocean / Gordon Hall &
Faubourg du Mascaret and the Alzheimer Society of NB.

e Will keep the committee apprised of the new council members appointed to
committee once announced.

6. ROUNDTABLE
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e Eileen Whyte reported that she prepared a card for former Deputy Mayor
Paulette Thériault and former Councillor Daniel Bourgeois which she circulated
to the committee for signatures.

e Sandra Wallace reported

e Noted that Probus awarded two $1,000 grants to local graduating
students

e Attended NB Sports Night — Norval McConnell received Community
Sports Award

e Provided an update on the Seniors Centre — a meeting with John Corazza
and Isabelle LeBlanc (CSD) is scheduled. A funding application is being
prepared for the Province of NB’s Regional Development Corporation.
The City’s Finance Department is assisting the group with a Business
Plan. Application to become a charitable organization underway. This is
an important step that will allow fundraising to begin.

- Mike Richard share:
e Congratulations to Mayor Crossman on his recent election

e Encouraged Sandra Wallace and the Seniors Centre Group to speak with
Claire Johnson, MLA for Moncton South, to accelerate funding.

7. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 3:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Marcia King, Recorder



